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to bring our practical work into

every one of us who is interested in

harmony with the highest conception

education.

this

we have. And it is by keeping that

country, am not acquainted with its

ideal ever fresh in our minds that we

life and educational history as I

find continual inspiration and power

should like to be ; but education is of

which

universal interest, the human being

disinterested. It is, with the belief of a

is

common ideal that I feel some what

I,

a

everywhere

Details

of

according
conditions,

stranger

in

every

working
to

special

but

the

in

country.

is

pure

because

it

is

must

vary

justified in speaking here, and that it

needs

and

is my great desire to feel one with you

ideal

is

the
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in whose country I am glad to be

happiest

life

has

the

greatest number of points of contact

living and working.
One of the signs of the great

with the world, and it has the deepest

our

feeling and sympathy for everything

educational methods to day is the

that is. Here in this wonderful land of

nature-study movement, a movement

India with all its ancient traditions
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our

that there is undoubtedly a glorious

increasing sympathy with the things

field for nature study. To a people

of the world around us, and the

endowed with so much imagination,

longing, perhaps, to return to a

and dare I say, poetic feelings, the

simpler, purer life. Be this as it may,

things of nature cannot fail to appeal
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very strongly. Herein lies a great

messengers to us. Whether we will or

possibility, for what, after all, is

not, nature is ever our companion.

scientific method but the imagination
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trained and set within bounds ? It is,

moon, the rain, the wind, the birds,

I think, significant that the nature-
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study movement in India should be
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